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Education systems around the world are searching for ways to help learners gain access to knowledge and information by using technology. Teacher training institutions must prepare     a new generation of teachers for the twenty-first century. This requires setting up high technological standards for teachers to follow. Providing high standard technology training for teachers today will help tomorrow's future generation.

In the State of Israel the Education Ministry runs the teacher training colleges (TTC). It dictates the requirements and skills for teachers. Technology is a very important aspect of the syllabus. All of the TTC have computer literacy courses on how to integrate educational and productive software in the classroom. However, "the ministry has no ordered and updated database" (Khromchenko, 2004) of these requirements and their implementations. This paper is an analysis and reaction to the State of Israel's lack of technology standards for teachers. 
It is not possible to conduct a comprehensive review of pre-service technology skills for teachers because the Israeli Ministry of Education has not established them. However, it has published educational standards for some core subjects. English as a second language requires that by the end of grade twelve ESL learners will "interact in a variety of situations; obtain and make use of information from a variety of sources and media; present information in an organized manner and appreciate literature and other cultures and the nature of language" (The State of Israel Ministry of Education, 2001). Accessing information includes the Internet.
The Israeli TTCs prepare new teachers on the use of productive technology and how to integrate them into their lessons. Teachers can also receive in-service technology training at "the Israeli educators' online centre for professional development" (CET, 2004). There are many in service training in educational technology for teachers organized by the Ministry of Education. However the number of teachers who participate in these courses is small. The courses are optional and do not require certification. The message is clear. Technology is not important.
Unlike the State of Israel, the United States has developed "six standard areas with performance indicators that are customized to fit state, university, or district guidelines" (ISTE NETS Project, 2000). These standards guide both pre-service training for prospective teachers as well as in-service courses for current teachers. "The Technology Performance Profiles for Teacher Preparation suggest ways programs can incrementally examine how well candidates meet the standards" (ISTE NETS, 2004). The teacher training program that uses technology standards will raise the standards of both teaching and learning. 
Professional teacher training with technology will help shift teacher oriented teaching to student-centered learning. Training teachers on how to integrate educational technology into the classroom will ensure that students engage in problem solving, high order thinking and independent learning. 
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