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Introduction
The community which is presented in the Giver seems perfect from the out side.

In that community, there is no hunger, no war, and no pain.

There are also no colors, no feelings, and no decisions to make.

The community functions alone and is disconnected from the rest of the world.

Everything seems to be perfect in that community, no one asks unnecessary questions, 

no one makes choices of his own, and no one wonders if things can be different.

Everything changes when a little boy named Jonas is chosen to receive the memories of the past.

Jonas understands just how imperfect the community is.

What went wrong? How can that have been prevented? We will try to find that out by 

investigating the so called perfect community. 

The Essay  

Jonas is a small boy who lived his entire life in a community that is allegedly perfect.

In the community, there is work for everyone. There is no anger nor sickness, no crime and no hate. 

However, there are no feelings, no colors and no memories to the people.

In that community, people do not decide for themselves – the decisions have already been made for them, what to wear, what to say, what to do with their free time and what to work- all of those were decided for them by the Elders of the community.
The Elders are the people who decide for the entire community.

When people have finished their donation to the community they are being “released” – they are killed.
When they turn twelve, every child in the community is assigned a job, and Jonas is one of them.

Jonas was chosen for one of a kind job- he is to become the new receiver.

The receiver is the one person who holds the memories of the past, in order to keep the community from repeating the mistakes of the past.

The receiver, or Giver, transfers his memories and knowledge to Jonas.

Jonas learns of colors, of feeling and of old and different times.

He becomes overwhelmed with the information he gets and decides to leave his community.

Jonas goes to search different places and takes with him a little baby that was about to be released from the community.
Interview with Jonas’s father by Ziv:
1) Q: When did you first meet Jonas?

    A: I first met my son when he was given to me in the ceremony. Every parent get a child in the ceremony... we got a great child.
2) Q: What subjects did you talk about?
    A: We talked about many things. We shared with each other our thoughts and feelings very often.
3) Q: Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were. 
    A: Jonas asked questions like every other child, I guess.

Recently, perhaps because he spent time with the giver, he asked us- me and my wife, about our community, and about love.

He also asked about the release process.
4) Q: How often did you talk to Jonas?
    A: Very often, every day.
He felt free talking to me whenever he needed.
We talked after dinner every evening about our feelings.   
5) Q: Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?
    A: I don't think he did, not around me at least, but I did get the feeling that he was getting more and more disappointed with the way thing were happening in our community- that people our released and things like that.
6) Q: Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?
    A: Jonas liked his life. He was always with friends or family, until he became the new Giver. Since he became the new Giver we hardly saw him with friends.
7) Q: Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are? 

If so what did he question (not accept)?
    A: He started to ask many questions lately, and I think he was starting to question the way the community was running.... don’t know way, really.
8) Q: What did you think of Jonas as a boy?
    A: He was a great boy; no doubt he was one of the greatest boys in our community.
9) Q: What good qualities did he have?   Did he have any negative qualities? What were they? 

    A: He didn't have even one negative quality. He was friendly and kind, a perfect boy.
10) Q: Why do you think he did what he did? 

       A: I don't know, we never thought he would do such a thing and it's pretty shocking to us. I don't think it would happen if he wasn't selected to be the new Giver. 
Interview with Lilly by Paz:

1) Q: When did you first meet Jonas?

    A: When I first came to my family he was already there. 
2) Q: What subjects did you talk about?

    A: Just talks... no deep conversations or stuff like that.

       We usually talked about brother-sister things.  
3) Q: Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were. 

    A: Well, I guess he did. He didn’t ask me anything special’ just ordinary usual questions…
4) Q: How often did you talk to Jonas?

    A: We talked every night after diner, the whole family together. Other than this we talked during the day.
5) Q: Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?

    A: No, he didn’t mention it, not to me at least.
       Although he did seem pretty weird lately… he seemed a bit frustrated… don’t know      
      Why.
6) Q: Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?

    A: Jonas was friendly and kind to everyone, he enjoyed every day, until he became the new Giver. 
7) Q: Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are? If so what did he question (not accept)?

    A: I didn’t hear him question things, but like I said, he was looking unsatisfied from the way things were in our community since he got his new job. 
8) Q: What did you think of Jonas as a boy?

    A: He was a good boy; good brother, kind and lovable.

9) Q: What good qualities did he have?   Did he have any negative qualities? What were they? 

    A: He didn't have negative qualities. He was nice and talented.

10) Q: Why do you think he did what he did? 

       A: I don't know, I can’t understand why he will do such a thing, and I miss him very much.
Interview with Fiona by Sarah Kaplan:

1) Q: When did you first meet Jonas?
    A: i met jonas during my childhood.
 
2) Q: What subjects did you talk about?

    A: we basically talked about things of interest, nothing suspicious

 
3) Q: Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were. 

A: he didn't ask many questions, and if he did they weren't serious at all

 
4) Q: How often did you talk to Jonas?

    A: mostly everyday, we were very close

 
5) Q: Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?

    A: he might of mentioned soemthing about not liking the function of the

community but i'm not certain

 
6) Q: Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?

    A: Jonas was a happy boy, he laughed and had fun like any other normal child

 
7) Q: Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are? If so what did he question (not accept)?

    A: Jonas question how the community functioned, you could say that he didn't

accept it

 
8) Q: What did you think of Jonas as a boy?

A: As a boy Jonas was well behaved, nice, and cute

 
9) Q: What good qualities did he have?   Did he have any negative qualities? What were they? 

    A: His good qualities consisted of being nice, cute, intelligent, courageous

 
10) Q: Why do you think he did what he did? 

A: i think he did it for freedom, he obviously didn't believe that a

community should function that way, and wanted to take a stand

Interview with the Giver by Megan Harper:
 1) Q: When did you first meet Jonas?
    A: I first met Jonas when he was chosen for the new job as the Receiver;
at the ceremony of the 11. He then came to my home to start the process of

becoming the Receiver. 
 
2) Q: What subjects did you talk about?

A: Jonas and I spoke of any topic that came to mind. We talked about life,
our community, feelings and colors. We had meaningful conversations that

only we 2 could have understood. We talked mostly about the memories that

I passed down to him.  Whether they be happy or sad we always had a

discussion about it afterwards. 
 
3) Q: Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were. 

A: Yes Jonas did ask many questions. Many of them you wouldn’t understand.
He asked me about feelings he was feeling or he asked about life in our

community. When I would give him some of my memories he would ask about

those and what they were. We discussed many topics that only we would

understand. Sometimes I would not want to answer his questions hoping that

he would figure it out by himself.
 
  4) Q: How often did you talk to Jonas?

A: I talked to Jonas often. Jonas had to see me everyday. He came to my

house and he would stay for a while. I would usually talk to him and then

give him maybe 1-3 memories depending on how I felt.  If I got to tired or

weak I would send him home early. But he would come back the next day and

we would continue our lesson.
 
5) Q: Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?

A: Yes, of course we talked about dissatisfaction. For us it usually dealt

with the way things were in the community. We always spoke of

individuality and how no one had it. We spoke of our disappointments

towards our community; how no one understood what they were doing or how

no one had feelings or remorse. Every topic we spoke of was usually

negative against the town at how blind they were at their lives and how it

was just a big lie.
 
6) Q: Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?

    A: I wouldn’t say that Jonas was an unhappy boy but he did have his

moments. He never seemed to be an upset child, he did have upsetting

issues to talk about with me but that was all. The only signs of

unhappiness he showed was when he found out his father killed people for a

living and the sad memories which I showed him. But he always came in

looking joyful. To me it seemed as if he had no troubles at all. From the

outside, Jonas looked like a joyful kid, but who knows maybe he wasn’t.
 
   7) Q: Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are? If so what did he question (not accept)?

A:  To me the only idea or thought that Jonas questioned was the

community’s life. After I showed him memories, feelings and colors he

began to question life and if it was all a lie. He did not want to accept

the fact that he was living a lie. He felt as if his whole life has been a

joke and a fa&ccedil;ade. He could not accept the fact that his father

killed people or that the towns people couldn’t see colors or feel

anything. To me it seemed that he couldn’t accept his life in this

community because everything about it was untrue.
 
8) Q: What did you think of Jonas as a boy?

A: Jonas was a wonderful boy. He came to my house everyday eager to learn

and to experience. He never complained about anything. He came with joy

and understanding. But Jonas wasn’t like any other boy in the community.
He was special. He saw things for what they really were and accepted it. 
He was more mature and handled events with thought and maturity.  He

really saw life with beauty and that is what made him different than

everyone else. He believed in a better, different life.
 
9) Q: What good qualities did he have?   Did he have any negative qualities? What were they? 

A:Jonas had no negative qualities. He was an eager boy. He was

intelligent and very mature for his age. He had a great deal of

intelligence and patience and used it to his benefit. He was young, nice,
intelligent and eager. He was a passionate boy who wanted to excel and

learn. He was one of the best people I have ever met.
 
10) Q: Why do you think he did what he did? 

A: I think that Jonas left our community because he knew he was better

than his community. He was someone who looked beyond and he needed a place

that let him do that.  He saved a child’s life simultaneously. That’s

shows great courage.  He left because he knew this town was a lie and

fake; so the only way he could leave it behind him was to leave the

community for good. He was a smart boy and he was determined so I knew he

could do it. I can’t give you any information, because I do not know

where he is. He is gone and no one can find him. And now I am happy,
because he and Gabriel have actually found some peace
Conclusion
The community in The Giver is not perfect, no matter how it’s seems.

No community can be perfect, because humans are not perfect.

The community in the Giver tries to be perfect by depressing the 

feelings of the people in it and by taking from them the right to think 

and decide for themselves. 

We think that instead of trying to create a perfect society by taking 

from the people the very basic rights like feelings, the community 
needs to let people make their own choices, for bad and for good, 
and let them feel and enjoy life. Jonas discovered the truth, and there 
was no way to prevent it, because sooner or later someone would 
have found it out.
Reflection- Paz & Ziv 
We both enjoyed reading The Giver and thought it a very interesting book.

However, we feel like the work was to long and we could have made it quicker and more fun if the Canadians weren’t involved.

We think the idea to work with the Canadians is nice, but not very practical at that time because of the time differences and lack of cooperation. We also had hard time working with people we can’t meet face to face and are difficult to speak with.

We hope future projects will go smoother. 
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