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   Here you will find an essay that contains several reasons why Jonas left the community as presented by a few characters from "The Giver".

In addition we included our thoughts and decisions of ways of improving the community so no one will run away again. 

The concept of "The Perfect Society" and what it genuinely means is also referred to in the essay.

Furthermore, there is a conclusion at the end which summarizes the opinions of the characters and our own personal views of why Jonas left.   

  The community that is portrayed in "The Giver" is considered to be a perfect society. There is no war, hunger or any type of death and destruction.  

If the community is so perfect, why would anyone choose to leave it?  

We were chosen by the committee of Elders to find out why Jonas, a young and intelligent person, left the community.

In order to answer this question we interviewed the people were closest to 

him. 

  From the interview with the Giver (the Receiver of memory) we learn some of the main reasons of Jonas' "departure" from his community.

The Giver claims that Jonas seemed to be quite happy when he met him but when Jonas started to experience negative memories he pondered why his community isn't experiencing these memories as well. He also did not agree with the idea of releasing, he considered it like murder. 

The Giver believes that Jonas left in order to change the community, to make it aware of its errors. 

  From the interview with Jonas' father, we received similar results. He also added that Jonas was dissatisfied with the fact that Gabriel, the newchild that Jonas' family was in charge of, will be released because of under development. His father claims that Jonas' left the community because he did not agree with the ways things were run and because of the lack of feelings and emotions. He adds that Jonas might have left under the influence of the Giver and because of his strange emotional attachment to Gabriel, whom he was trying to save. 

   We also conducted a short interview with Jonas' eight year old sister, Lily.

She recons that the Giver persuaded Jonas to leave the community. She also added that ever since the beginning of Jonas' training he appeared to be especially interested in feelings and emotions, he wondered what was the concept of love and why did such wonderful feeling not exist in his community. She noted, as well, that there was a strange connection between Jonas and Gabriel. 

    In conclusion, there are several and various reasons for Jonas to leave his beloved community, but the main reason which concludes all is his dissatisfaction with the way it was run. 

He wants the people that are living in this community to experiences the pains and joys of life, to feel, to love and to die when their time is right. He left the community in order to save it, to make people realize that it is a mistake and it can no longer run in such manner. He did this to save the life of Gabriel who was sentenced for a "release". With his departure he hoped to make the members of this community understand that changes need to be taken into account.  

    In order ensure that peace will be restored to the community and that no one else will decide to leave plus to complete Jonas' work he left behind, we have come up with many ideas for improvement of this wretched community.

Firstly, we will restore the people's ability to see color because we believe that it is the key to major happiness and emotions because the lack of color is basically a way of avoiding emotions in general. 

Secondly, we advise that the pills to prevent "stirrings" will be erased from every aspect of existence because they are a violation of free will. People must be allowed to experience this stage of life. Moreover, the families must be biologically connected so that each person will feel complete with the love and support of his family. 

People must live their life naturally without the lingering fear of release and will be permitted to die naturally without    any interference from the committee of Elders.

They must learn to make their own choices in life whether they are about choosing a spouse or deciding in which career path to engage.

But most importantly, the role as Receiver of Memory will not exist; each person will hold his own memories from the past and his dreams for the future.   

 

 When we started this project we knew that our main goal was to find out why Jonas ran away from his community and how can it be changed in order to achieve a better future. At first, the task wasn't quite clear for us and it took a while to understand. 

 We started as a group of four, all of us looking towards the future brightly, not suspecting what a burden this project might become.

 Unfortunately we ran into several complications along the way: communication problems, the minor flaws of technology and the difficulty of working in a group that half of it resides halfway across the globe. There were several times that the Israeli side of our group (aka us) felt used and that the whole existence of this project is up to us. 

There were many parts of this project that we did enjoy. We enjoyed "interviewing" various characters from the book and learning about what exactly is a perfect society. We also liked getting to know different people and cultures from around the world. 

When we started to work on the essay we thought quite a lot about the choice Jonas made and we came to a conclusion that what he did was for the best – he wasn't selfish, he was thinking of saving his community, broadening the minds and vision of the rest of the community. In other words , we definitely agree with his choice to leave.

We hope, as a team, that you enjoyed reading this project that we put so much effort into and that maybe we changed a bit of your ideas of the world.                       
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