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We are a group assigned to investigate the disappearance of a young boy from an isolated community.

The young boy’s name is Jonas; who seems to have no reason for leaving our community. He had a normal life with a normal family. He was chosen for the enormously important and respected job of receiving, all these things seem not to show us any reason for his leaving, but we know that the reasons exist, and we will find them.

We plan to investigate Jonas’s disappearance by interviewing the people that were connected to him in some way, such as his parents, the Giver, and we even managed to find his brother, Gabriel. We will interview him as well.

With all the information that we will gather from these people we are sure that we will be able to find out what made young Jonas leave our beloved community. Once we find out why he did it, we will be able to make suggestions on how to improve the community so that no one else will feel the need to leave, or have a reason to do so.

Omri Tal

The perfect society

Requirements for a perfect society 
In my opinion a perfect society has to be a small society with a limited number of people. The villagers live a normal life and do the everyday work. Almost everything is normal. However, this society has to have secrets which the villagers do not know and cannot find out.

The perfect society has to have at least one person who knows the truth, a person who is above all and knows what the outside world looks like. Also, the people of the society cannot know anything about love and are not permitted to get too close to each other.

I do not find any connection between the painting shown on the webquest and my idea of a perfect society. In my opinion the city's location has to be underground away from the real world so that the villagers won't know that there is an outside world.

However, this system can be broken. The villagers will eventually populate. The people of the society will find out. In my opinion a perfect society will not prevail for long.
Recommendations for improving the society

There are two ways for improving the society.

One way is preserve the contemporary status by the eliminating the role of the Giver.

Or two, by canceling the pill and letting the people of the community live like any other human beings.

I chose the first option since the second one could encourage the villagers to wander off and eventually leave the community.  

In my opinion, the town elders made a very big mistake when they created the role of the Giver. The Giver has the Knowledge of the outside world which gives him great power. If by any chance a boy (like Jonas) is exposed to this kind of information it could lead him to a total breakdown.

Jonas is not capable of handling the truth. He cannot bear the lies the community is living. There is no way of knowing whether a boy (who had been chosen to be the receiver) can bear the truth. Therefore, I think that the best thing to do in order to keep the community running in a lie, is by eliminating the role of the Giver and the Receiver.

The whole idea of the pill may cause some problems. When a boy or a girl reaches a certain age he or she is bound to take a pill that makes them lose their feelings. At first, Jonas takes the pill, but as time goes by Jonas learns more until he decided not to take the pill. The pill has a big part in keeping the society running without the villagers' knowledge.
In my opinion the parents should be near the child while he takes the pill so that they know for sure weather he took it or not. If taking the pill would have been supervised Jonas would have had no way of bypassing the system.

Erez Newman

A Perfect Society

In a perfect society, in my opinion, it is important that whoever is in it, will not feel bad, will not be discriminated or hurt in any kind of way.

It may sound strange and even wrong, but I believe that in this type of society, everybody should be similar (physical similarity is included). Everybody will earn the same amount of money, everybody will be equal.
That is, because in this way, there will be no racism, discrimination, and I am certain the crime percentage will decrease, too.

We, the people on earth, as you probably know, do not live in a perfect society. Some of us, though, try to (The Amish people, for example).

Today, many kinds of people live together (For example, White people and black people, Jews and Christians, religious people and unreligious people, etc'...)    , creating their own unique society.

I, personally, think it's great, but like I explained before, in these types of societies, the crime percentage is higher, people hurt others in a higher frequency, and there's racism, and all kinds of unpleasant things.

Don't think I'm saying that different people shouldn't live together.
Exactly the opposite; they definitely should. 
They won't live in a perfect society, though.
But who said a perfect society is good?  Well it has its advantages, but it's completely boring.
 
Another important condition for a perfect society is organization. 
An organized society, is better then a disorganized one. 
In this kind of society, each person will have his own assignments and roles in the community, each one will have a permanent schedule, just like in “The Giver”.

Like I said, our society is not perfect. And I think it's good. It's sometimes nice to get hurt or discriminated, because in this way, we'll be able learn about both sides of life (the bad side too), and know that life could be disappointing. 

The society in “The Giver" seems at first, as a perfect one. 
Actually, it’s so perfect, that it makes its own people want to leave it…. Like Jonas for example, who left his community for good, because he understood that he lived in corrupted society as a result of learning from The Giver and becoming the new one. 

Eliminating the Giver, will be the perfect solution, if you want to prevent people, like Jonas from leaving the community. A society without a Giver won’t have anything to hide from its people, and it will become a society where everybody is happy and unsuspicious. It will become a perfect society. 

Although its people will not be exposed to the outside world, to emotions, and colors, this society would still be perfect for them, because they won’t feel bad living in it, like Jonas did.

Ronnie Cohen

A Perfect Society
Nothing makes a society perfect.

The reason that nothing makes a society perfect is the different the residents of the society. Every person has his own view on what is perfect; therefore true agreement is not possible.

Of course, there is always the possibility of cloning people or use some kind of mind control drugs on them, but these options are just too advanced for now.         

If they do come true I guess the society may be called perfect because everybody enjoys it, but anyone from the outside will be able to see it's not right.

So, the main point is that you can't make every one happy. People are different so it's quite easy to understand. In order for a society to be perfect   every one has to be happy, but you have to do it in a good (nice, following the law) way, or else it won't be perfect!              

A Flawless Society?

Kelsey Voss Grade 
10 English

Mrs. Peters

02/01/06

I, as a member of the group C1, give the following recommendations to the elders

Although our community seems perfect, it has some flaws. When a person breaks a major rule, is too old, or isn't right as a baby, he gets "released". I think that this could eventually lead to the elimination of an effective part of the population. The community also doesn’t give us the freedom to feel normal everyday things, like love. We also cannot raise our own children. 

 
I would suggest to our elders not to kill or ‘"release" so many members of our community. There has to be another way of punishing people when they make simple mistakes. People can’t help the way they are born; I don’t think that they should be released because of a slight flaw. In Utopian societies, there are no visitors. Visitors should be allowed to come to the community; different people bring different and new things with them. We could definitely benefit from it. The pills that we take to avoid love and feelings should be eliminated. I think it is wrong to keep these great feelings from people. Women should have the right to give birth with whoever they want and whenever they want to. I believe that we, as people, should have a right of free speech, freedom of religion, and the ability to choose our own destiny.

We, "The Outside World Police Department", have investigated the "Jonas" Case, and after a long year, a few interviews and some undercover work we have come up with the following conclusions.

The reason for which Jonas left the community is his basic knowledge of the outside world. We, as outsiders find hard to believe what you, the village people have to deal with on an everyday basis.

Once Jonas found out the truth he could not bear the lies, the killings or what you call "release".

After interviewing every suspect we came up with the following facts:

1. The night Jonas ran off he found out the true meaning of "releasing" babies and others.

2. Jonas escaped with the help of the old man who is now called "The Giver".

3. Jonas stopped taking the pill a few days before he ran off.

With all these facts in our possession we concluded that Jonas ran off because once he knew the truth, the world he lived in seemed to cruel and inhuman.

In addition to solving the case, we were asked to reflect on the society and try to point out the major problems it had. We looked at the problem and on the way we could fix it in two ways. One way was by telling the community the truth by eliminating the pill taking and the "realizing".

Or the second way by, living a lie and not letting the people know.

When we looked at the first way we found that if the community was to eliminate the pill and the "release" the community would not be perfect but it would be very close to it. We realize that the pill has an important role in making the society better but we thought that it could be much better without it. The whole idea of the pill is artificial we want people to feel good and be happy in a real way. Eliminating the role of the Giver is part of the ideas. Everybody has to know the truth.

There cannot be only one person whom knows the truth.

If we were to look at it in the second way we would find ourselves living in the same community, same lies but with stricter rules, less ways of screwing up and the elimination of the Giver. This kind of community will be a perfect one but and unrealistic one also.

The second way would require the immediate elimination of the Giver's role.

Jonas was chosen to be the "Receiver", that’s how he knows all the secrets in the first place, if the Giver will not exist, no one would know the truth.

I do not believe in the second way but it has to be considered. If you seek a perfect society, the second choice is the one you are looking for. I would have liked it better if the community would open up and stop "protecting" its people from the outside world. In our opinion the most important thing is that the people of the community will be happy.


The Interview with Gabe \Omri Tal
 1.When did you first meet Jonas?

I don't remember much since I was a baby, but what I do know is that I met the Jonas and the family when his father brought me home.

2. What subjects did you talk about?

I was a baby, we never really had an actual talk at the time.

3.Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were. 

After a few years passed and I grew up, Jonas would always ask himself questions, but he would do it quietly as if he was searching for the answers within himself. I did hear him ask this one question which he repeatedly asked. He would ask himself, "How could they do this to him?" I don't know what he meant.

 4.How often did you talk to Jonas? 

Jonas started talking to me about the village after a long time. I think I was about seven or eight years old. He would always mention an old man.

Every night before I went to sleep Jonas would tell me stories regarding this man and his experience with him.

   5. Did Jonas mention any   dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?

5. Jonas did in fact mention his dissatisfaction with the way the village was ruled. He was very upset with the town elders and the other grownups. But, I think he was most upset at his dad .I don't know why, he never told me why.

 6. Jonas never looked fully happy. Maybe he never showed it but his eyes reflected it all. He had this sort of sadness in them. I never asked him why he was unhappy because I knew. He missed his family.   

7. Jonas asked a lot of questions. He disagreed with the way the village was being run.

Jonas would usually question the reason for which the villagers could not develop any feelings.

 8. Jonas is a great brother. As a grownup boy he was much more mature for his age.

He saw things beyond my understanding partly because he experienced many things in life which I didn’t. He was a very curious boy. He would always ask questions even if he got the answer for them he would keep on questioning and wondering.

 9. Jonas had a lot of good qualities for instance; He was smart, sensitive, curious and so on. In my opinion his best quality would have to be his maturity which he gained from his studies with the Giver. He had more good qualities than bad ones. I hated him when he was restrained. That was probably his worst feature. He was very restrained and I hated it because when he got into this state of mind it felt as if he was ignoring me completely.

 10. His lessons with the Giver taught him a lot. Once Jonas found the truth I think it was too hard for him to bear. There was one other thing that made up his mind. He told me that the minute he saw it he decided to leave. He never told me what it was.

Interview with The Giver\ Ronnie Cohen


1. When did you first meet Jonas?
I met him for the first time when he came to begin his new job as a

receiver.

2. What subjects did you talk about?
We talked a lot about what my job is and why it is so important, We also talked about Jonas part in this job.
3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.
He asked a lot of questions, he was a young and wise boy, he really wanted to learn.
4. How often did you talk to Jonas?
We talked every day as part of my and Jonas's job, we had to meet and talk every day.

5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?
Jonas was very dissatisfcted by the fact that he had learned the exact nature of his father's job, he was shocked by it.

6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?
He was a normal boy when we first met, he wasn't too happy neither too sad, after he ad spent some time with me the memories begun hurting him, he became less happy as the time went by.

7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are? If so what did he question (not accept)?
He did ask a lot of questions, it was about the real society, the real way that every thing in the community were being done.
8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?
I thought that he is a wonderful boy, keen to learn more than was given to him, I also saw in him a thing that I rearly saw in people, he could look beyond, that was really remarkable.

He had the sight beyond, and he had an urge to learn.

These are great qualities, he didn't have any seriously negative qualities.

10. Why do you think he did what he did?
I think he did it because he was afraid of the community, he suddenly saw

it as a horrible thing, and I think he wanted to run away from it.

Interview with Jonas's Father\ Erez Newman
1. When did you first meet Jonas?
When do you think I met him? When he had been first given to me, in our traditional ceremony (When every parent gets a suitable child).
Such a great choice they made for us. We got the most suitable and great child

2. What subjects did you talk about?…
We talked about everything…. I miss that so much…
We talked about our feelings, about our fears, about everything that bothered us… 

3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.
Well, every child asks questions, so did Jonas… He asked us about love, about our community…. I remember he once asked us if we love him…of course his mother and I said we did but something told me he didn’t believe us…. Don’t know why….  I think it’s somehow related to him being the new giver… Who knows?
4. How often did you talk to Jonas?
Are you kidding me? We talked every evening at dinner… Like all families do. We used to talk a lot..

5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?
I don’t think so… But like I said, he was a very curious little boy… He asked a lot, maybe in order to sort out some sort of problems with the way things were, but I don’t think he found any… 
Well, now that you mention it, after he became the giver, he did start to act strangely… he almost didn’t talk with us… maybe he thought the way things were was wrong.. 

6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?
Jonas, like every child, was an happy child. He loved his life, me, his mother, his little sister, his friends, and I believe he was happy…. Until he started being the giver… then, he stopped hanging out with his friends, he talked to us less, like I said and looked kind of depressed. As a parent I could notice that…
7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are?  If so what did he question (not accept)?
I believe I answered that before. Well, if you’re here to waste my time, forget it.
My poor little child is gone, I don’t have time to answer the same questions again and again, and I don’t like it.  So please don’t make me do it.

He questioned us (me and his mother) about lots of things, but I don’t think we managed to provide him with the answers he wanted..

8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?
Without a doubt, he was one of the greatest boys ever raised in our community. He was such an happy child, very talented, you could see he’ll become an important person.I guess it’s because of the way his mother and I raised and treated him.

9. What good qualities did he have?   Did he have any negative qualities? What were they?
Not even a single negative quality. He was a perfect boy… Well, as a matter of fact, everybody is perfect in our community, but you could see he was above everyone.

10. Why do you think he did what he did?
I wish I knew. 
I really don’t have a clue. I’m really sorry he didn’t tell us something about it. I bet we could have helped him…
A Reflection By  Mike Turner
The perfect society

 Men and Women should be able to marry whom they would like. Assigning people a spouse is a terrible thing and should not be allowed. The reason for which it should not be allowed is because it is inhuman and there is a big chance that the match would not work out. If the villagers would have the option to choose whom they want to marry the society would work much better.

The People of the village should be able to have as many children as they like. Some families would enjoy having a few children and some would enjoy having none. The people might no even fit as parents. The thing I disliked the most about the society was the fact that babies do not come from their parents, I think it's terrible that all parents have adopted babies.

The change I would like to make is regarding the profession chosen by the town elders. I believe that making children at the age or twelve go into jobs they might not like is terrible. Adolescents should be able to choose a profession they not only learn from but also enjoy. A child who chooses a job he likes would probably do much better in it then a child bound to work in a certain profession which he does not like. If the first change would be the way the professions are handled, the community will be much better.




Working on this project as a group was a very interesting experience.
First of all, it was very nice to collaborate with each other, assigning roles for each one in the group. In this way, the work was much easier for everyone. Every team-member did a small part of the work, then we joined all the parts, and the result, was a project we are really proud of.


Unlike other projects, this project, made us think. It made us think about how to improve Jonas’s society, and what is a perfect society for us.


We think that the idea of working with people from another country (Canadians, in our case) on a project like this could be interesting, and even fun. It was kind of expected that it won’t work out though… at the beginning, it all looked nice… we got to know our Canadians collaborators who are extremely nice, but then one of them decided to quit, and the other one just didn’t collaborate… We’re really disappointed we did the work without them, but the fact is we made some new friends from another country and through it all, learned how to work as a team.
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Why did Jonas leave his community, and how can we prevent other people in the community from doing the same?
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The Giver \ Lois Lowry
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