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Webster New World Dictionary defines plagiarism as taking someone else's ideas and passing them as "one's own" (1962).  Educators are discovering that a growing number of students are plagiarizing. Some do it knowingly while others do not. The Internet is providing information that is easy to copy and paste. Students, who may not have the time or the confidence to write their own papers, are tempted to steal others' work. It is hard to convince them that it is wrong when it is so easy to access and use online information. As a result, plagiarism is becoming more and more difficult to define, detect and prevent. 
There are many misconceptions about what plagiarism really is. "College rules for student conduct sometimes say that plagiarism is an academic offense, not a legal offense. That statement is not completely correct … plagiarism is also a legal issue" (Harris, 2002). Knowing that it is a crime may be the first step to preventing it. However, before educating the public, it may be a good idea to find means of detecting it.
The literature on plagiarism provides numerous ideas on how to detect it. These include reading techniques, the use of search engines and software detecting plagiarism.  Del Libraries suggests "visual and content cues" (2003) to help teachers detect plagiarism. Visual cues may be "unusual formatting, mixed citations styles, jargon or advanced vocabulary, strange grammar, quotations that sound out of place, and sections or sentences that do not relate" (2003). A few of the content cues suggested by Del Libraries are "references to books that are not available at [a] library, websites listed that are inactive, [it is] way off topic [but] contains a few paragraphs to bring [it] in line with [the] topic" (2003). Software detecting programs range from $20 to $590. A good way of checking whether a student's work is original or not, is to track down the original (Del Libraries, 2003) by using a search engine such as Google. 
In order to prevent plagiarism it is crucial to understand why students plagiarize. The University of Alberta offers alternative ways of educating its students on how to improve their writing skills. Students need to feel confident about their work. They need additional information for that to happen. The following are some of the issues the University of Alberta libraries mention (2004): 
1. Lack of research skills
2.  Problems evaluating Internet Sources
3.  Confusion between plagiarism and paragraphing
4. Confusion about terminology
5. Careless note taking

6. Confusion about how to properly cite sources

7. Misunderstanding key concepts such as plagiarism, intellectual property, copyright, and public domain, misconception of common knowledge and perception of online information as public knowledge

8. External factors that include; pressure from family, competition for scholarships and jobs, student ethics and relationship with the University
9. External factors such as poor time management and organizational skills

10. Cultural factors that include culturally based attitudes towards plagiarism

Dealing with the above can prevent plagiarism from occurring and help students gain confidence and become independent writers.

            Providing students with information on how to prevent plagiarism will help rectify the situation. Here are four suggestions: 
1. Clarify the definition of plagiarism and teach them how to quote and cite the information   correctly. 
2. Discuss ethics and intellectual ownership of ideas and writings. 
3. Provide students with articles and instruct them on how to take out sentences or phrases they like and cite and reference the information. 
4. Hand on practice drills will help perfect the skills of formally documenting others' work. 
Once students become comfortable with using citations and references, they may feel less inclined to plagiarize. 
Students should also be acquainted with the various software detection programs. They should realize that their teacher uses one of them to check their work. If the students know "that all papers will be checked, regardless of suspicion, it serves as a powerful incentive for the student to abandon any attempt at plagiarism and concentrate on proper citation and original work" (McLewin & Smith, 2004).  
Finally, students should learn to manage their time properly so that they do not feel pressured. Pressure, lack of organization and the need to succeed at any price may lead students to look for an easy answer. This could mean plagiarizing. 

Plagiarism is a legal issue that can cause complications. Making students aware of these may prevent them from taking the easy way out. Students should be aware of the fact that copying and pasting someone else's work without proper documentation is wrong.  Regular discussions, practice using citations and referencing will help communicate the dangers of plagiarism.
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