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Introduction:

The community in "The Giver" was a perfect society. Everybody had food, family and a home. Jonas was a boy in this community. One day he decided to leave. 

So, why did Jonas leave? This is the biggest question these days. 

We, as investigators, interviewed some people who were close to Jonas (his sister, father and best friend) in order to find the answer. 

In the essay we will describe what we found out.
After that we will give some recommendations so that it won't happen again.
The essay:

Jonas is a child in the Community. He is a normal child. He is very happy and he also has friends. Yet, one day he leaves. In this essay we will gather what we discovered from the interviews about his reasons for leaving and see why Jonas left the Community.                                                                     After that, we will present our recommendations to how to improve the Community.   

First, we would see how Jonas was as a boy.  After we will know that, we would be able to find out what made him change all of a sudden and leave the Community.  

Jonas was very happy as a child. We can see that from the interviews. For example, every time he talked to his father he said positive things. He never mentioned he had been through bad times or things ("I think Jonas was a happy boy. He didn’t show any signs of unhappiness"). He went to school like everybody else and spent time with his best friend Asher playing games ("we were laughing a lot telling jokes to each other. We also played games and did the usual things"). From the talk with Jonas' father we can also see he was a very intelligent and good child ("Jonas was blessed with good qualities. He had intelligence, integrity and courage. He was always thoughtful, a good brother and most important – he obeyed the Community's rules").
Jonas asked many questions. He asked his father about his work and the assignment he had when he was 12 ("he asked a lot about my work, what I do; about my assignment"). He also asked Asher about the apple and flowers ("he asked me if I saw something strange with the apple… He also asked me the same thing about some flowers"). He was different from the others in the Community because they accepted things as they were and didn't question things. 

When Jonas turned 12, they had the Ceremony. He was chosen to become the Receiver. He was the perfect child for this assignment because of all the questions he asked as a child. From the day he started the job as the Receiver in training we can see he started to be sad and upset. Lilly told us he did not smile as much as he used to.                                                                              His father told us he also asked whether or not his mother and he loved Jonas, which means Jonas started to understand what love is. We can guess Jonas was frustrated because his parents didn't know what love meant and didn't love him back.
Another reference what shows Jonas started to be frustrated is from the interview with Lilly. Lilly said Jonas seemed to contradict the rules of the Community which led to believe that he was not entirely happy with the way things were: "When Jonas was assigned to be the next Giver, he seemed to criticize things a lot. I also noticed he was more emotional". She also said that When Gabriel was sentenced to the Others, Jonas was over his mind.
Jonas best friend, Asher, also told us Jonas wasn't smiling anymore and got angry really quickly. He said Jonas was acting really strangely for two weeks before he left.
When we asked our interviewees why they think Jonas left, the 3 of them told us the same thing: 

1. He connected to Gabriel and didn't want him to die.

2. The Giver gave him things he couldn't cope with
alone so he tried to find another place to live in. 
From the above we can conclude that Jonas was frustrated, sad and angry. He felt like he lived in a hypocritical society and wanted to share his feelings with someone. He also knew what it means to Release people from the Community and couldn't accept the fact that Gabriel was about to die. That is why we think he left. 
We tried to find ways to improve the Community and had differences of opinions. One member of our group wrote recommendations but some of us didn't agree with what he wrote.

He thinks that a society to be perfect needs to give everyone the freedom to choose the love of their life and not match make them, but, another group member objected, saying that the society in The Giver doesn't have emotions. Therefore they can't choose a person they love or are attracted to. Let's say they had emotions, still, it could create a situation where a certain person wouldn't find somebody to be with, and so, the society wouldn't be perfect anymore.

The second suggestion of the member was to let everyone the choice to decide how many children they want to have, but, this is also a mistake because there can be a person that really wants 10 children but he simply won't be able to take care of all of them. They will grow up hungry and sad. And again, the society won't be perfect anymore.

The last suggestion was to let everyone to choose the job they think suited them, but this is also a mistake because the Elders watched the children ever since they were little, to know exactly what job suits everyone, more than the child itself. This way the children don't have any doubts about their future and they don't go crazy trying to discover who they are.
From our findings we can conclude that this society indeed was almost perfect. The people who built the society thought about anything possible and turned it into maybe not the best society (from the outside), but to a perfect one. 

They had one problem and it was with the Giver. From the project we reached the conclusion that the burden that was on Jonas was too big for him. The moment he found out there was something beyond his life; he couldn't live in this hypocritical society anymore. Not only does he not have anyone to share experiences with but the Giver passes all the memories and leaves him alone with this entire burden.
Therefore, we suggest that a Receiver be chosen only once. He will go with the Giver to a normal society and start living like us. The Community would be able to communicate with the Giver and get his help by asking questions associated with things they don't understand. At the same time the Giver and Receiver would be able to fit into our world. The Giver won't be frustrated, won't run away (there is no place to go), and the Community would keep living without any risk to its existence.
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Conclusion: 

We think that the Community was almost perfect, as we said before. But, we think that with a little change it could be.

It was hard to communicate because there is a big time difference. Besides that fact, the project was nice, gave us a different learning experience (also about working on a team) and made us think about how hard it is to create a perfect society.

An interview with Jonas' father:
1. When did you first meet Jonas?
I first met Jonas when he became One and was given to our family unit at the Ceremony in December.

2. What subjects did you talk about?
Jonas and I mostly talked about our dreams and our feelings for the day. We also liked to talk about my work at the Nurturing Center, the newchild Gabriel and releases. When his Ceremony of twelve came close we talked a lot about his future.

3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.
Jonas was a very curious boy and he asked a lot about my work, what I do; about my assignment, if everyone applauded even though they weren't surprised I was assigned to be a Nurturer; if any elevens from my year were disappointed of their assignments.

I remember a very uncomfortable question he asked, about the failed selection of the Receiver ten years ago.

He also asked whether or not his mother and I love him. It was very weird because "love" is a word with no precise meaning and isn't used anymore.

4. How often did you talk to Jonas?
I talked to Jonas twice a day. First at the Ritual of Telling Dreams which is in the morning, and later at the Evening telling of Feelings.

5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?
As far as I know, Jonas never mentioned any dissatisfaction with the way things were.

6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?
I think Jonas was a happy boy. He didn’t show any signs of unhappiness. Every time we talked at the Evening telling of feelings, he always said positive things; he never mentioned he has been through bad and/or sad things.

7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are? If so what did he question (not accept)?
There was only one subject he kept questioning me about that I can remember. He questioned me about releases and Elsewhere. He asked if after a member of the community is released there is someone, waiting for him and what it is like.

8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?
I thought Jonas is a good boy and that he is very mature. When he was assigned to be the Giver I was proud of what he has accomplished. 

9. What good qualities did he have?   Did he have any negative qualities? What were they?
Jonas was blessed with good qualities. He had intelligence, integrity and courage. He was always thoughtful, a good brother and most important – he obeyed the community's rules.

Jonas did only one bad thing before he ran away; he took home an apple from the Recreation area.

10. Why do you think he did what he did?
I don't really know why he did what he did. Maybe he did it to save Gabriel from his upcoming release or just because he was curious to see the beyond, to see Elsewhere.

11. What other information can you provide me that would help the investigation?
Honestly, I don’t have anything to add. We weren't around each other much. 
Investigator's first and last name~: Charles Dedekam
Personal Information of the Interviewee:
Name~Lilly    Job~Student    Age~8
~

1. When did you first meet Jonas?

I met my brother Jonas when I was taken home by my parents from the nurturing center. I was very young at the time so Jonas only seemed to be another regular person. It was not until I grew older that I really understood that Jonas was a big part of my family. I miss him dearly.

2. What subjects did you talk about?
Jonas and I usually spoke when we had too. Mainly at the dinner table, when we had to describe our days or the mornings when we had to describe our dreams. Otherwise we often spoke about the future. Mainly about the different age ceremonies and our assignments or jobs that are assigned to us when we come of age. 
3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.

Since Jonas was older than me, I was usually the one asking him questions. Although, sometimes he would tell me to keep quiet since I always talked and wanted to know everything. When Jonas was assigned as the next Giver, he often asked Mom or Dad these strange questions. Some about these “stirrings” or whatever they are called and about something called “color” which I am not familiar with. It seemed the old Giver inspired this curiosity in Jonas that left me thinking…quite a bit.
4. How often did you talk to Jonas?

I usually talked to Jonas quite a bit but he did not always seem fond to speak to me because I am the younger sister and that’s a brother’s job. Usually, I also spoke to Jonas when having meals and that’s about it.
5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? 

When Jonas was assigned to being the next Giver, he seemed to criticize things a lot. I also noticed he was more emotional. When Dad took Gabriel home from the nurturing center, Jonas seemed extremely happy as was I. When Gabe was sentenced to the Others, Jonas was over his mind. I was sad of course but Mom, Dad, and I knew it had to be done. It was the rules of the community. Jonas seemed to contradict them which led to believe that he was not entirely happy with the way things were.
6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that?

I would say Jonas was happy. Although, maybe not as happy as when he was a child. As I mentioned before, Jonas seemed to be more and more critical. It really reflected in his attitude. The incident with Gabriel proved that I knew what was going on with my brother.
Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?

When he was younger, Jonas was overjoyed when he received his bicycle at the ceremony of 9. He was also happy and nervous when he was assigned to be the Giver. It was only that when Jonas was actually apprentice to the Giver, he did not smile as much as he used too. You could never tell what he was thinking but you could tell that he was concentrating with all of his power on a certain subject or contemplating something. I guess the tides turn as you get older.
7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are)? 

As I mentioned before, Jonas did start to question things when he received his assignment as the Giver.
If so what did he question (not accept)?

When I was around, Jonas seemed normal. It was not until I overheard certain conversations between my brother and my parents that I started to realize that Jonas was changing. My brother always wanted to know why the community did this and that. Especially when Gabriel was brought to our house, Jonas would always question Dad’s decision in sending the boy to the others.
8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?

Since Jonas was my brother, I always looked up to him and thought of him as someone I could talk too. Obviously, we did have our differences as do all brothers and sisters but we still managed to get along pretty well. All in all, I did find Jonas to be a very nice and intriguing boy. 
9. What good qualities did he have? 

Jonas possessed many distinctive qualities. He was extremely smart in every possible situation. He was also very curious and persistent. When he undertook challenges, my brother would never back off until he accomplished what he needed too. Most importantly, what I admired the most of my brother, was that he was brave. Jonas never showed his fear although he must have felt it inside. He was not afraid to stand up for what he believed was right. Jonas was definitely an inspiring role model to me. 
Did he have any negative qualities? What were they?

One thing is for sure, and that is that Jonas was not perfect. He had a tendency to get impatient and overly nervous. In many situations, his nerves got the best of him. 
10. Why do you think he did what he did?

As I said before, Jonas needed to do what he thought was right. Personally, I was very proud of what my brother did. He was not happy with the way things were, so he took initiative into his own hands to make a difference that would change his life forever. My brother could not support living a life without the various things the Giver introduced to him. The fact that Gabriel was going to be sent to the Others did not please Jonas at all. I am not sure my brother could have lived on without little old Gabriel. 
11. What other information can you provide me that would help the investigation?

I do not have any other information to give you simply because I have already told you everything I know. My only request is that you leave my brother alone. He did what he had to do and I support him all the way.

Investigator's first and last name: Hila Eilam

Personal Information of the Interviewee:
Name: Asher    Job: Asistant Director of Recreation (in training)    Age: 12

1. When did you first meet Jonas?

I know Jonas for a long time. It seems like we were the best friends from

the day we met

2. What subjects did you talk about?

We talked about everything (as I said we were the best of friends).
Obviously we didn't talk about things that fell into the category of
"being different" and things that were forbidden to talk about.

3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.

I don't think he asked me anything. Oh, wait; there was a time when we
were kids. We played with an apple and he asked me if I saw something
strange with the apple. I didn't know what he was talking about. He also
asked me the same thing about some flowers. I just laughed and looked at
him strangely. 

4. How often did you talk to Jonas?

We talked every day. We talked at school and after school too.

5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were?

Not that I know of, but he was acting really strangely for two weeks
before he left. He wasn't the smiling anymore and got angry really quickly. 

6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that?

From what I know he was quite happy (as a child). I can say that because
we were laughing a lot telling jokes to each other. We also played games
and did the usual stuff. So why wouldn't he be happy? 
From the age of 12 it is harder for me to tell how he felt because
we weren't as close as before, but I think he wasn't happy anymore. To be
"The Giver" is a hard and painful work as I heard.

7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are)? 

No, he did not question or criticized anything near me.

8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?

I think he was a really special boy. You could see something different in
him. After all if he wasn't he wouldn't have gotten "The Giver" job.

9. What good or bad qualities did he have? 

Jonas had many good qualities- he was a good and supportive friend, he
used to try and help me build my hard- eye coordination. He did have his
negative sides, though. When we played ball games he used to get mad at me
for missing the ball, but all this happened we were younger. After we
became Twelve's he stopped spending time with me but first I thought it was
because of our training. I tried to comfort him about it but then he
wouldn't speak to me.

10. Why do you think he did what he did?

I thing he left because "The Giver" gave him things he couldn't take all
alone. I guess it was too hard for him. Maybe on his training he got into
new comprehensions we can't understand.

11. What other information can you provide me that would help the investigation?

I don't know, what would help you because I don't feel I know him anymore.

The Perfect Society

I, as a member of Group A3, make the following recommendations to the Elders about the changes necessary to our community…


Men and women should be able to marry whom they would like. Assign people a spouse is terrible because they could be completely opposite and just hate each other. If people had time to meet each other then they might find some they would like and get along with. 


People should be able to have as many children as they would like. Some families would only enjoy having just zero. Some people are not fit to be parents and two would just be chaos for them and they would be able to handle it. Some families would also enjoy having a bunch of children. Also the fact that the babies come from a center instead of the parents having them is not the greatest. They could end up choosing a baby that is nothing like them.

My big change I would like to make is the jobs. I believe making children at the age of twelve go into jobs they might not like is terrible. Adolescents should be able to choose what profession they would like to join, so they can possibly have fun working. For instance, if a child is bound to be blacksmith and he has no choice his work will be terrible; he won’t care much for what he is doing and the things he creates will just fall apart. If another child who wanted to become a black smith became one then his work would be the best it could. He would be enjoying his job and everything would be put together well.
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