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Information knows no boundary as the Internet is becoming more accessible to the general public. Because there is no control over the information, users need education to become critical users. Many educational institutions have set up Acceptable Use Policy to provide guidelines for students, parents, teachers and other stakeholders on how to use the system. These policies determine ethical behavior by making the public aware of copyright laws. These laws give credit to work published on the Internet. 
Ethics in technology means considering the privacy of individuals and respecting the intellectual property of others. The way people perceive morality determines their course of action. They consider its benefits and shortcomings, and decide which alternative will lead to the best overall consequence. The welfare of others should be uppermost in their minds. The rank they hold in the moral development stage (Kohlberg, 1971) determines how they decide.

According to Kohlberg (1971), there are three stages of moral development: pre-conceived, conventional and post-conventional, autonomous, or principled levels. A person must progress through each one to reach the highest level of ethical reasoning. Kohlberg discusses the stages without explaining why an individual may be at certain stage as opposed to another. An adult may be at an elementary stage of moral thinking just as an adolescent may be at a higher level. Kohlberg claims that age has no bearing on moral development. Nonetheless, he expresses optimism when he claims that it is possible to improve and raise the standard of ethics "through social interaction" (as cited by Barger, 2000, p. 2). Kohlberg believes that taking education courses in ethics will help students move upward on the ladder of moral development (Barger, 2000).

A highly moral ethical belief in the "universal principles of justice, of reciprocity and equality of human rights, and of respect for the dignity of human beings as individual persons" (Kohlberg, 1971, p. 3) are beneficial to man. Respecting writers of software programs or of other published works shows a deep moral understanding. 
According to James Moor "a typical problem in computer ethics arises because there is a policy vacuum about how computer technology should be used" (Moore, 2000). Not everyone is willing to consider private ownership. For most, the Internet is a public domain where anything goes and there is disregard for privacy or copyright laws. "The use of the Internet also raises a number of other ethical questions about matters like privacy, the security and confidentiality of data, copyright and intellectual property law, pornography, hate sites, the dissemination of rumor and character assassination under the guise of news, and much else" (PCSC, 2002). 
Internet users have an obligation to acknowledge those who have published their work. "This public space … is protected by both U.S. and E.U. law… Anything appearing on the Web or the Net should be understood as copyrighted by the author and thus subject to copyright law and the provisions of fair use" (Ess, n.d).
Computer ethics means not "to steal from other people's property" (UOP, 2000) even if it's available and no one is watching. There are four "tools of responsible managerial decision making [that] may prove helpful: stakeholder, goal-based, rights-based, and duty-based analysis" (UOP, 2000, p. 4). The first element identifies "all parties with a stake in an issue" (2000, p. 4). The "goal based-analysis" considers the cost and benefits of each decision. A "rights-based analysis" takes into account the rights of each member while "duty-based analysis" places character values before anything else (UOP, 2000, p. 4).
Technology has made information available to many. This has raised moral issues of respecting property of ideas and computer ethics. The Internet is a public domain.  It provides a vast amount of data that needs protection. It is also a place where freedom of ideas is both a blessing and a curse.  "Tracking down plagiarism on the Internet is easier - making that a blessing also. Plagiarism itself however happens much easier on the Internet - I think that was called a "curse" (Leung, 2004). It is important to acknowledge the fact that users are unaware of doing wrong when stealing someone else ideas or claiming it as their own. This is an ethical issue that has very serious moral implications. 
It is very important to teach everyone about moral values and ethics. The Internet can educate the public on the importance of respecting privacy, property and learning to be critical of negative information. It is important for everyone to learn what is morally right and wrong and act accordingly. 
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