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Introduction

We did our project on the book "The Giver". Our question for this project was: why Jonas left the community. To investigate this question we interviewed the people that were closed to Jonas and knew him well. We interviewed Jonas' sister, Jonas' Mother, Jonas' Father and the Giver. From each one of them, we found out something else about Jonas' reasons for leaving. After we did all of the interviews, we summaries them and we got to main conclusion why Jonas left the community. We came up with certain ideas of improvement to assure that no one will leave again.      

[image: image4.wmf]

The essay
We were chosen to investigate why someone will live such a community. In order to answer this question we interviewed four people that Jonas knew personally.
From the interview with the giver we found out that Jonas asked many questions about the notion of pain because the members of the community never experience real pain and Jonas had to experience it in his training.    We also found out that Jonas felt more and more dissatisfaction with his training and he had trouble understanding why all this pain had to be bear by one single man. He seemed to think that it should be shared by every member of the community. The giver thought that he was a nice claver boy with out negative qualities. We found out that the giver thought Jonas left because Jonas didn’t like the community, and was shocked from watching his father releasing a baby. 
From the interview with Jonas’ father we found out that Jonas asked many questions and they were very strange to the community. Jonas was dissatisfied with the Elders' decision to release the new child question the pills and the need to released new babies. His father thinks that Jonas left because the Giver was too much for him.

From the interview with Jonas’ mother we found out that Jonas and his mother talked a lot about different issues. His mother doesn't think that Jonas asked many questions and he didn’t really know what was happening. His mother doesn't think Jonas ever mentioning dissatisfaction with the way things were. He use to question how things worked, but he was always satisfied.   His mother thinks that Jonas was a very happy boy. Jonas questioned a lot of things but his mother thinks that it didn't mean that he did not accept them. Most of his questions were based on the adult life. His mother thinks he left the community because he was unhappy with the way things were going. And she thinks the role of being a Giver had a major influence
From the interview with Jonas’ sister-Lily we found out that Jonas asked questions. Before he was twelve he asked normal questions and after he was twelve he asked questions that lily didn’t understand and that were not suitable for the community. After Jonas was twelve he was mach more isolated and was sad a lot of the time. Lily thinks that Jonas left because he loved Gavriel very mach and it was hard for him to know he was going to be release, also she thinks that the job of the receiver of memory was too hard for him. We found out from the interview with Lily that there were major differences between his behaviors before he was twelve and after he was twelve. We think that it is coming from the job of the giver that was given to him. We think that after he was twelve he knew things that as a member of the community he didn’t know, and that was a big part of his behavior changing.  
Our conclusions from all of the interviews were that Jonas was a very bright and clear-thinking young man. He was looking forward to growing up. All of our interviewees agreed that they began to see a change in Jonas that began as he started his training to become the new receiver of memories when he was twelve. This change, which was hard to notice at first, intensified as his training went on .Jonas understood more and more about his community and saw it wasn’t so perfect and the members of the community doesn't know about there world and about themselves because they didn’t had deep feelings and emotions . He left firstly because he disagreed with the way the community functioned and how it was run, and secondly to save Gabriel, the one year old baby Jonas’ father had taken into his family’s home to try to nurture him, that was going to be released because he was not developing at the right speed.
In conclusion, we suggest that the community have the right to see colors. This will bring back the feeling of happiness to the members of the community because colors are sine of happiness and difference and without them the there are a sense of sameness and sadness. As the memories that Jonas possessed have been spread out to the members of the community, we suggest that the rest of them will returned as well. The job of the Giver will no longer be necessary since all the memories will belong to all the members of the community. We think that people would be much happier if they knew all about the world they live in. We also don't agree with the job-choosing ceremony in which the community chooses the community members’ jobs for them. They should be able to choose for themselves. “Every man has some peculiar trade to which he applies himself, such as the manufacture of wool, or flax, masonry, smith’s work, or carpenter’s work; for there is no sort of trade that is not in great esteem among them.” (Sir Thomas More). We also disagree with the idea of the organized weddings in the community of the Giver. Men and women should be allowed to choose their partners and have their own children. 
Reflection

We loved the book and it was interesting to try to understand Jonas from different prospective. To think how his sister, his mother, his father, the giver and the community will think about Jonas after he left and to play a role in the book. How people that didn’t know about the world outside will understand Jonas .what they will think about there world after he left and force them to think about there world in the way they never thought before.

We loved to work with the Canadians. How they think about Jonas and how they see the community. The project improved our English and our writing.

 We learned about other culture, and about anther way of life that was much more strict and different from our society because in our society knowledge is power and in there society nobody knew except the giver and the receiver in training. 


Biography
The Giver by Lois Lowry

http://www.mtl-peters.net/moodle/moodle/mod/forum/post.php
http://www.nelliemuller.com/Theperfectsociety.student.htm
More,Tomas."Thomas More's Utopia."31Jan.2006 
Appendixes:
Jennifer's interview:
1. When did you first meet Jonas?

I first met Jonas at the Ceremony of One. I was very anxious to attend this ceremony because I knew that I was not going to leave empty handed. I was going to have my first child. I didn't know whether it would be a girl or a boy, but it didn't really bother me. 

2. What subjects did you talk about?

When Jonas was around, we used to talk a lot. Whenever he had a problem, a fear or a worry, he would always come to me for advice. We also talked over dinner, about certain issues that were face throughout that day.

3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.

Jonas didn't really question that much. However I do remember one question that he asked me, "do you still play at all at twelve?" Right then and there i knew that Jonas didn't know what was going to hit him. However he showed no signs of weakness.

4. How often did you talk to Jonas?

I spoke to Jonas every day since he came home with his father and I from the Ceremony of One. Even if he couldn't talk back, i always told him stories, and he would just listen through his tiny ears.

5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? 

If so what did he say?

Honestly, i don't remember Jonas ever mentioning dissatisfaction with the way things were. He use to question how things worked, but he was always satisfied.

6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that?

Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?

Yes, indeed... Jonas was a very happy boy. He had a lot of friends, and he always was always smiling and laughing while at home. His teachers also told me that Jonas was one of the happiest students that had ever seen, sometimes a little "too" happy.

7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are? 

If so what did he question (not accept)?

Jonas questioned a lot of things but that didn't mean that he did not accept them. Most of his questions were based on the adult life, and i don't blame him, because adulthood (the ceremony of twelve) is in fact, a big step for anyone. 

8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?

Jonas was very happy, and even though we have no feelings, I definitely felt something special with him. We had this connection that no one else had. He was very "lovable" and "passionate" to others around him, including his family unit.

9. What good qualities did he have? 

Did he have any negative qualities? What were they?

Jonas was full of good qualities. He is apprehensive and always willing to learn. He didn't really show any signs of negative qualities. He was just a happy boy most of the time.

10. Why do you think he did what he did?

I think that Jonas did what he did, because he was unhappy with the way things were going. Obviously, the role of being a Giver had a major influence, but other then that, I hope Jonas will come back safely.

11. What other information can you provide me that would help the investigation?

I honestly have no clue about this whole situation, and I am still feeling "sad" about what happened, so I think it would be best, if you left now.

Fred's interview:

1. When did you first meet Jonas?

I first met Jonas when he first came for his training to become the next Giver. It was only a few days after the job-choosing ceremony of the twelve year olds.
2. What subjects did you talk about?
When we first met we mostly talked about what his training would be about.
3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.
Jonas was very interested in his new position and asked many questions. He was very intrigued about the notion of pain and asked many questions on the topic. Citizens of our community never experience real pain and this is why Jonas was so interested.
4. How often did you talk to Jonas?
Jonas and I met daily for his training and we had long discussions every day.
5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? 

If so what did he say?

Jonas started off loving the training I gave him because I transferred mainly happy memories to him. But as I started transferring more painful ones, I think Jonas started feeling more and more dissatisfaction towards my training.

6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that?

Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?

Jonas was a very happy boy when he first came to see me. He seemed to enjoy life. As his training got

7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are? 

If so what did he question (not accept)?
Jonas had trouble understanding why all this pain had to be bear by one single man. He seemed to think that it should be shared by every member of the community.

8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?

I thought Jonas was a very good boy. He was very nice and courteous and he seemed to be very clear thinking and smart.

9. What good qualities did he have? 

Did he have any negative qualities? What were they?

Jonas was a very nice and smart young man. I did not notice any real negative qualities in him.

10. Why do you think he did what he did?

I believe that Jonas was sick with our community. This was brought on by what he saw when he watched the taping of his father releasing a baby. I think Jonas didn't understand how we could do this. This is why he fled.

Dolev's interview:

1. When did you first meet Jonas?
The first time I met Jonas was the first time I was brought to the family dwelling because I am his sister and we live in the same family dwelling.

2. What subjects did you talk about?

We talked during the family conversation, in the morning and evening. We talked about our feelings during the day and our dreams at the night. Jonas rarely had a dream, but sometimes he had very weird dreams. We also talked about bicycles, school and games.

3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.
Before he was 12 he asked normal questions that I understood but after he became 12 he asked weird questions that I didn’t understand. I remember that once he asked mother and father whether they loved him and even I understood that this was a very funny question, and father told him that love is a very inaccurate word.

4. How often did you talk to Jonas?

We talked every day in the family unit at dinner and in the morning and also in the afternoon.

5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?
As I think of it after he was 12 he was more isolated and he was sad a lot of the, so I don’t know, because sometimes when Jonas talked with my mother and father they didn’t let me listen.

6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?

When he was young he was happy but after he was 12 he was sad a lot of the time. He didn’t play with me like he used to or play with his friends, and he was very quiet and isolated.
7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are?
If so what did he question (not accept)?

After he was 12 he sometimes asked weird questions I could feel that something disturbed him. He didn’t talk much about that and it was rude to ask. Once he asked about love and that was very strange, and once he told as about an apple and about something in it that changed but I didn’t understand it so I don’t really know.

8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?

He was nice boy and he was very nice to me too. After he was 12 we didn’t play a lot together but I still think he was a nice boy.

9. What good qualities did he have?   Did he have any negative qualities? What were they?
The good qualities were that he was very nice to me and played with me a lot before he was 12. He was very smart and understanding. He also was part of my family unit and I respected him for that.

The negative qualities came after he was 12 because he didn’t play with me and he didn’t have a lot of time because after school he went to the receiver so I didn’t see him like I used to. He was also sad sometimes and he was isolated, too.

10. Why do you think he did what he did?
He loved Gavriel very much, we all were very sad because of the coming release but we understood that it was necessary. Maybe the job of the receiver of memory was too hard for him but he didn’t talk about it.
Shiran's interview:
1. When did you first meet Jonas?
I first met Jonas when I brought him home from the birthmothers.

2. What subjects did you talk about?
We talked about his dreams, his ceremony and about the new child.

3. Did Jonas ask many questions? If so please tell me what they were.
Yes. One day he asked if we loved him... What a strange question...hhh

4. How often did you talk to Jonas?
I talk to him almost every day about the new kid and about our dreams.

5. Did Jonas mention any dissatisfaction with the way things were? If so what did he say?
Ammm… Well he was dissatisfied with the Elders' decision to release the new child

6. Was Jonas a happy boy? What made you say that? Did he show any signs of joy or unhappiness?
I don't know if he was happy...As the receiver he had the right not tall us what he was thinking.

7. Did Jonas question things (not accept things as they are?
If so what did he question (not accept)?
I remember that he asked about the pills... Why he needed to take them, and why the new baby needed to be released...
8. What did you think of Jonas as a boy?
 He was good boy... nothing special…
9. What good qualities did he have?   Did he have any negative qualities? What were they?
 He always did what he was told. He never lied, and he was polite, an easy-going child, never caused any troubles.
10. Why do you think he did what he did?
I don't know why he left… maybe his meeting with the Giver was too much for him.
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